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Other sources of grants

As well as grants from RNIB, there are a number of different charities and organisations around the UK who may be able to provide you with financial assistance if you are blind or partially sighted and on a low income. This factsheet gives you details of some of these organisations and tells you what they will give grants for and how you can apply.

Help from your local authority

We always recommend that you contact your local Social Services team first when you are looking for help to afford items. Whether you are registered with them or not, they may be able to give you help with:

· fees for residential and nursing homes 

· telephone installation and rental 

· equipment to help you in your daily life 

· adaptations to your home 

· holidays.

If you live:

· In England, your local authority should also have a welfare assistance scheme to help people on low incomes afford everyday household items. Call your local authority and ask to speak to their welfare assistance scheme to find out about their qualifying criteria and how much money is available (this varies between local authorities). You can also find details of your local welfare assistance scheme using the Child Poverty Action Group online directory at cpag.org.uk/lwas. 

· In Scotland, you can apply for a Community Care Grant from the Scottish Welfare Fund if you need help to leave care, live independently, or to continue living independently. Although this is a national scheme, local authorities deliver it, so contact yours to start your application. They also provide crisis grants for emergencies.
· In Wales, you can apply for an Individual Assistance Payment from the Discretionary Assistance Fund to help you live independently. They also provide Emergency Assistance Payments. For more information or to make an application call for free on 0800 859 5924.

· In Northern Ireland, you can apply for a Discretionary Support loan. For more information, contact the Finance Support Service on 0800 587 2750.
Most, if not all, of the charities mentioned on this factsheet will ask that you have applied for and been refused statutory funding (usually meaning help from a local or national welfare assistance scheme) before applying to them.

Your local Education Authority may also give help with equipment and transport for educational needs. 

General grant-giving charities

Elizabeth Finn Care

Provides grants to assist with general living costs (on a short-term basis) disability equipment, household furniture, kitchen equipment, home repairs, costs to move home, help with transport, work or care. To be eligible you must be on a low income or in receipt of benefits. Have worked or have a partner who has worked in one of the listed professions (over 120 types), have run your own business with employed staff or have earned a living from the arts.

How to apply: Start the application process by checking you meet the criteria and completing stage one of the application form available on the turn 2 us website: turn2us.org.uk/About-Us/Turn2us-Grants/Turn2us-Elizabeth-Finn-Fund. If the charity believes they can help, you will be invited to make a full application. 
If you need further information, you can write to Elizabeth Finn Care, Hythe House, London W6 7NL.
The Florence Nightingale Trust 

Considers applications from people of all ages who are in poor health or disabled and require medical items or services to improve their quality of life. The Trust considers grants for a range of items including medical aids, white goods, computers (including specialist software), reading aids, magnifiers, sensory equipment and communication aids.

How to apply: Someone with a medical background, a social worker, occupational therapist, district nurse, health centre staff, Citizens Advice Bureau or other charity worker must apply on your behalf. An application form can be obtained by contacting the Grants and Funding manager or you can download a form from the website fnaist.org.uk. 
If you need further information call 020 7998 8817, email ann.griffiths@fnaist.org.uk or write to Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust, Grants and Funding Manager, Community House, Room F35, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH.
Independence at Home

Provides grants to people who have a long-term illness or disability. They consider grants for mobility and travel equipment, specialist disability equipment, home adaptations, communication equipment, home repairs, kitchen equipment, beds and bedding, home adaptions and more. 

How to apply: Your application must be submitted on your behalf by a professional supporter or referrer such as a social worker, occupational therapist, specialist nurse, health worker, key worker from a major charity or Citizens Advice workers, people from Tenancy Support, Care and Repair organisations and Housing Associations. 
For more information, visit independenceathome.org.uk, call 0208 427 7929 or email iah@independenceathome.org.uk. You can also write to Independence at Home, Fourth Floor, Congress House, 14 Lyon Road, Harrow HA1 2EN.
Glasspool Charity Trust

Provides grants to individuals who are on low incomes and in difficult circumstances. They consider grants for white goods and other household items, beds and bedding, clothing (including school uniforms), baby needs, educational computer equipment/television, plus adaptations and equipment for people with disabilities.
How to apply: applications must be made by an eligible third-party organisation through the GrantsPlus system. 
For more information visit glasspool.org.uk, email grants@glasspool.org.uk, or write to Saxon House (2nd Floor), 182 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London E17 4QH.
Gardner’s Trust for the Blind 

Provides grants towards computer equipment and software, education or training costs and household items (including some white goods) for people who are registered blind or partially sighted. The maximum amount that the Trust can award is up to £600. Trustees meet quarterly to discuss grant applications. 
How to apply: To obtain an application form or to enquire about a grant before applying, you can email lucy@smithfield-accounts.co.uk or write to Gardner’s Trust for the Blind, Suite 1, The Old Farmhouse, Stansted Court Yard, Parsonage Road, Takeley, CM22 6PU.
The League of the Helping Hand

Provides grants to people of any age with illness or disabilities who are on a very low income and receiving appropriate benefits. Grants are for essential household items (such as a cooker, bed, fridge, washing machine, carpeting) and specialist equipment not available from statutory agencies. Assistance is offered to all ages.
How to apply: A social worker, health professional, housing support officer or charity worker must apply on your behalf. They can download the application form by visiting lhh.org.uk. 
For further information call 01444 236 099, email secretary@lhh.org.uk or write to The Secretary, LHH, PO Box 342, Burgess Hill RH15 5AQ.
Technology

We recommend you try out technology products before applying for a grant, so that you can find the software or product which best suits your needs. Your local society for blind and partially sighted people may have computers or equipment set up for you to try or offer classes where you can learn about new software. You may also be able to ask for or download free trial versions of software programs so you can be sure they are what you need before you commit to buying the full version.

In addition to the charities listed in this section, several other charities in this factsheet can also offer grants towards technology items. These include the Florence Nightingale Trust, Gardner’s Trust (general grant-giving charities); Family Fund, Guide Dogs, VICTA and Blind Children UK (for children and young people); and BlindAid (for people living in London).

Free and low-cost technology options

British Wireless for the Blind Fund

Offers radios and audio equipment on free permanent loan to people over the age of eight who are registered as blind or partially sighted and receive a means-tested benefit. Visit blind.org.uk for more information. 
British Wireless for the Blind Fund can also be contacted by calling 01622 754 757, emailing info@blind.org.uk or writing to 10 Albion Place, Maidstone, Kent ME14 5DZ.
Free access technology

If you are interested in a grant for specialist computer software but are finding it hard to get funding, you could consider a free or low-cost option. Popular free software includes screen readers such as NVDA and Windows Narrator and screen magnification such as Windows Magnifier and Zoom Magnifier for Mac OS. Call our Helpline to request a factsheet on Screen Readers or Magnification and magnifier reading software.
RNIB’s Technology for Life team
Our Technology for Life team can also recommend free or low-cost software that may meet your needs. Call them on 0207 391 2280 or email tfl@rnib.org.uk.
Our website has lots of useful information about making technology more accessible to you. Visit rnib.org.uk/technology to find out more.

Household repairs and utilities

Foundations Independent Living Trust (FILT)

Provides grants to local Home Improvement Agencies so that they can make home repairs for older, vulnerable and disabled people on low incomes. Offers funding primarily for heating, hot water and gas repairs. These grants are available in England only, in most local authorities.
How to apply: Your local Home Improvement Agency (HIA) must apply on your behalf. To find details of your nearest HIA, search online by visiting findmyhia.org.uk.

For further details on the Foundations Independent Living Trust, call 0300 124 0315, you can email using the Contact Us form available by visiting filt.org.uk. 

Your energy supplier

Some energy companies offer grants to help with energy bill arrears and essential heating repairs. Contact your energy supplier directly for more information.

Disabled Facilities Grants

If you live in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, your local authority may be able to offer you a Disabled Facilities Grant if you are on a low income and need to make changes to your home because of a disability. 
Grants are for major home adaptations such as installing ramps and improving access to rooms and facilities. You should contact your local housing authority, or in Northern Ireland your local Housing Executive Grants Office, for an application form. 

If you live in Scotland, your local authority will usually provide you with equipment or adaptations that are essential to your needs. The amount of money available towards this is dependent on your local council.

For full details on how to apply and to see if you are eligible please visit gov.uk/disabled-facilities-grants 

Turn2Us

Turn2us helps people in financial need gain access to welfare benefits, charitable grants and other financial help, through our partner organisations. Visit turn2us.org.uk for more information. 

Disability Grants

Disability Grants provides details of grants available up and down the UK, it offers information on charities and trusts that may offer funding towards high cost items ranging from equipment, holidays, housing and days out. Visit disability-grants.org for more information.

Grants for children and young people

Family Fund

This substantial fund provides grants to families on a low income with a disabled or seriously ill child aged 17 or under. Considers grants for almost any item according to need – including essential household items, computers, holidays and equipment for college. Does not give grants for medical treatment, building works, adaptations to the home or debts.

How to apply: You can apply online or download an application pack at familyfund.org.uk. You can also request a paper form by calling 01904 550 055, emailing info@familyfund.org.uk or by writing to them at Family Fund, Unit 4, Alpha Court, Monks Cross Drive, York YO32 9WN.  
Buttle UK 

Provides grants of up to £300 to children under the age of 18 living with parents or carers, or vulnerable young people under 20 who have experienced domestic abuse and are in the re housing or post housing stages. Buttle UK considers grants for things such as emotional and Social needs – therapy and after school clubs, household Needs – essential home furniture, clothing and toys and educational Needs – books, tools and equipment, travel costs to school.

How to apply: Applications must be made in by a support worker in collaboration with the applicant. Registrations and applications can be done online at buttleuk.org. 

For further information contact Buttle UK
England call 0207 828 7311 or write to Buttle UK, 15 Greycoat Place, London, SW1P 1SB.
Scotland call 0141 778 2839 or write to Buttle UK, PO Box 2081, Glasgow G32 2BR.
Wales call 0144 340 8209 or write to Buttle UK, PO Box 116, Pontypridd, CF37 9ER.
Northern Ireland call 028 8774 6778 or write to Buttle UK, PO Box 1534, Dungannon, BT70 9BR.
Guide Dogs

Provides grants to children and young people under 18 who are registered (or eligible to be registered) as blind or partially sighted. Offers grants for access technology and sensory equipment for use at home, such as computers, assistive technology, braille devices and multi-sensory toys.

How to apply: You can download an application form from guidedogs.org.uk or request an alternative format by calling 0800 953 0113. Your application must include a supporting statement from a VI Professional, such as a Social/Habilitation worker or QTVI teacher working directly with the applicant at the time of the submission.
For further information call on the number above or write to Guide Dogs, Children and Young People Services, Grant Service, 48-62 Woodville Road, Harborne, Birmingham, B17 9AT.
VICTA

Provides grants to blind and partially sighted children and young people under 29 for visual aid equipment including video magnifiers, computers, laptops, braillers and sensory toys.

How to apply: You can apply online or download an application form by visiting the VICTA website victa.org.uk. Your application must include a supporting statement from a professional. 
For further information contact VICTA by calling 01908 240 831, emailing grants@victa.org.uk or writing to VICTA, 5 Douglas House, 32-34 Simpson Road, Fenny Stratford, Milton Keynes, MK1 1BA. 
Family Action

Provides grants of up to £300 to families and children in relation to welfare and education for those living in poverty. 
How to apply: Applications for welfare grants must be made on behalf on an individual by a statutory agency or charity that provides health or social care; housing associations; probation services and GP’s. Applications for educational grants must be submitted by an authorised member of college staff. Forms can be completed online by visiting family-action.org.uk.
Various criteria applies for further information call 0207 254 6251 (2pm to 4pm, Wednesday and Thursday only) or email info@family-action.org.uk. Family Action are unable to reply to postal requests.
Grants for older people

Friends of the Elderly

The Supporting Friends service provides grants up to £400, to people on a low income who are state retirement age and living in their own homes in England or Wales. It offers grants for essential household items, flooring, unexpected or large bills, household repairs and equipment such as tablets and smartphones. 

How to apply: Someone working in local health or social care teams, Citizens Advice or other charities and community groups must apply on your behalf. Application forms can be downloaded by visiting fote.org.uk, calling 0207 730 8263 or by emailing hello@fote.org.uk. You can also write to Friends of the Elderly, 40-42 Ebury Street, London SW1W 0LZ.  

Holidays

In addition to the charities listed in this section, if you are applying for a holiday on behalf of a child you could also try Family Fund (contact details in the “Grants for children and young people” section above).

3H – Helping Hands for Holidays

3H Fund awards grants for disabled people and carers on a low income in certain areas across England. The grants are generally awarded between £200 - £400.  

How to apply: Complete and submit an enquiry form by visiting 3hfund.org.uk/grants. If 3H can help you, they will send you an application form. You will need a letter from a GP or consultant as evidence of your disability.
If you need further information you can contact 3H by calling 01892 860207, emailing info@3hfund.org.uk or writing to 3H Fund, (Helping Hands for Holidays), B2 Speldhurst Business Park, Langton Road, Speldhurst, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0AQ.
Occupational charities

There may be a charity that could offer you a grant if you or your partner used to be in the Armed Forces, or if you had a particular sort of career. Occupational charities exist for all sorts of industries – everything from health work, to performing arts, to food and drink trades. Search the Turn2Us website (see “Further information”) or call our Helpline for details of these charities.

Local charities

There may be a local charity providing grants in your area. For details of regional grant-giving charities, use the Turn2Us online search, check disability grants web page, visit Sightline Directory or call our Helpline.

There are also a number of independent local societies for blind and partially sighted people around the country and they may offer grants for or the loan of equipment to help you in your daily life. To find out more about your local society, call our Helpline. 
It is also worthwhile contacting your local Rotary, Round Table or Lions Club to see if they will consider helping you.

If you live in London – BlindAid

BlindAid provide grants to help blind and partially sighted people aged 18 and over on low incomes, maintain independence and reduce isolation (subject to criteria and typically up to £300). You must be a UK resident living in one of the twelve inner London boroughs or the City of London to apply.

BlindAid considers grants for equipment and gadgets including household items, white goods, computers, video magnifiers and specialist software.  

How to apply: A professional (such as a social worker or charity worker) must apply on your behalf. They can download an application form from the website or apply online at blindaid.org.uk.  

If you need further information, call 0207 403 6184, email enquiries@blindaid.org.uk or write to Blind Aid, Lantern House

102 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3UB.
Further information

Turn2Us grants search

To search for a grant on Turn2Us, visit grants-search.turn2us.org.uk. 

RNIB Helpline

Our Helpline is your direct line to the support, advice and products you need. We’ll help you to find out what’s available in your area and beyond, both from RNIB and other organisations.

Whether you want to know more about your eye condition, buy a product from our shop, join our library, find out about possible benefit entitlements, be put in touch with a trained counsellor, or make a general enquiry, we’re only a call away.

Call 0303 123 9999 or email helpline@rnib.org.uk. We’re ready to answer your call Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.
You can now ask Alexa to call our Helpline without needing to touch your phone or pairing it to your device. Just say: “Alexa, call RNIB Helpline” to your device.’
105 Judd Street, London WC1H 9NE

rnib.org.uk
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